RABBANICA Vol. 7, No. 1 (May 2026) e-ISSN: 2756-7893

Lgoke Gl Jowog BB gmailidle (8 cnadend! 18 cuieadl (o ALl 3 9ol
[Islamic Dakwah Among Non-Muslim Chinese in Malaysia:

Obstacles and Ways to Overcome Them]

Yunus Abdullah Ma Zheng Bin

(Corresponding Author) Faculty of Management and Human Development (FPPI), Sultan
Ismail Petra International Islamic University College, 15730 Kota Bharu, Malaysia,
yunusuia@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT

This study addresses the issue of Islamic dakwah directed at the non-Muslim Chinese
community in Malaysia, a population of approximately 6.8 million according to 2022 statistics.
This community is distinguished by its significant economic, academic, and social influence
both within the country and beyond. The research is grounded in the author’s position as a
Chinese Muslim scholar with nearly thirty years of field experience studying and teaching
dakwah among this segment of society, along with proficiency in both the language of the
Quran and the language of the Chinese audience. The study aims to achieve several objectives,
most notably. identifying the obstacles that hinder the reach of Islamic dakwah to non-Muslim
Chinese; presenting field-based observations and perspectives drawn from non-Muslim
Chinese individuals themselves, as well as from some Malay Muslims, and analyzing the social,
psychological, and cultural dimensions that influence the trajectory of dakwah. It ultimately
seeks to propose practical mechanisms and effective solutions to overcome these challenges.
The researcher adopts a descriptive and analytical methodology based on field observation
and direct personal experience, supported by interviews and dialogues conducted with relevant
stakeholders over several decades. The study is further grounded in Islamic jurisprudential
references derived from the Quran and the Prophetic Sunnah, while also taking into account
the statistical and social context of contemporary Malaysian society. The findings indicate that
there are fundamental obstacles impeding the progress of dakwah among non-Muslim Chinese.
These include mutual misconceptions, limited religious openness among some Malay
preachers, and cultural, linguistic, and social barriers. The study emphasizes that inviting the
Chinese community to Islam is a religious obligation that must not be treated with negligence.
1t stresses that genuine reform begins with an honest diagnosis of the problem before seeking
remedies, inspired by the Quranic guidance: “I only intend reform to the best of my ability”
(Hud: 88).
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